CHAPTER FIFTEEN
GENERAL AGHA PETROS ELLQFF of Baz, in Assyria, who
came to the Lausanne Conference to plead the cause of his
people, has led a life of constant hardship, fighting and
wandering, and I will set down here one or two of the
tales he has told me in different parts of Europe.
As a boy, the son of a well-to-do chieftain, he lived in
Baz, a little village south of the Kurdish Hills and west of
the Persian town of Urmia. His father was a Turkish
subject and a man of considerable breadth of mind. When
Agha Petros was fourteen, his father decided it would be a
good thing for the boy to go to a school in Urmia which
was under the charge of American Presbyterian mission-
aries, in order that he might be brought up in the Christian
faith of his forefathers.
Sk or seven other chieftains agreed to send their
sons to the same school, and arrangements were made
accordingly.
About this time the Kurds, incited by the Turks, were
in the habit of holding up travellers into Persia, robbing
and killing them if they happened to be Christians, and
therefore it was considered advisable that the boys should
travel by night under the protection of a .mountaineer.
Now the mountaineers of Northern Assyria are trained
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